
St. Marys voted. top
sailboat destination
Annual'Thanksglving
potluck helps to put city
on the map,

By Gordon Jackson
, Brunswick News

St. Marys has been adestina- '
, tion for sailboats since the colo-
nial days when the city was the
last stop before Spanish-con- ,
trolled Florida, but a nor'easter
in 2001 helped the city earn an
international reputation.
The city has just been named

the No. J. destination in the
world by the Seven Seas Cruis-

, ing Association, the world's
. oldest and largest organization
supporting cruisers - people
who live aboard sailboats and
travel extensively to designa-
tions domestic and abroad.
Jerry and Gaila Brandon, '

owners of the Riverview Hotel
in St. Marys, can take some of

, the credit for the city's desig-
nation. In 2001, a storm forced,
sailboats to seek refuge in St.
Marys the day before Thanks-
giving.

Residents; some of them al-
so sailboat owners; were listen-
ing to the boat "radios and met '
the boaters seeking refuge. The
locals offered to cook a Thanks-
giving turkey if they supplied
the side dishes. 'I'he Brandons
offered to let them serve the ,
meals at the hotel, and a tradi-
.tion was born.

Since then, the number of ,
vessels arriving to celebrate "
the holiday has grown steadi-
ly through word of mouth: Last
year, nearly 200 sai'lboats an-
chored in the St. Marys 'River
for the event. '
, Locals still cook the turkeys,
and the cruisers supply side'
dishes, salads, breads and des-
serts.
Now, hundreds attend the

potluck Thanksgiving din-
ner. The line 'of people stretch-
es more than a block when the
announcemerit that dinner-is
served 'is given;
Gaila'Brandon said the desig-

nation by Seven Seas is an hon-
or. -
"The cruisers are the ones

who nominate and vote on '
you," she said. "This is world-

wide publicity. I was over-
whelmed." ,
She said the designation maj

lure more cruisers to the city,
not just for the week of Thanks
giving.

Charlie Jacobs, a St. Marys
resident and cruiser, said the
designation is a well-deserved
honor for the city and the Bran
dons. It's also a good boost for
the.local economy during the
week many of the cruisers are
anchored in the river.' ,
-"This is what makes cruis-
i g fun,' he said. "I think this
will put us on the map, This wil
give validity to what people are
hearing on the radio about St.
. Marys."

Gaila Brandon said the Sev-
en Sea's designation mea:ns she
will likely host a record num-
ber of cruisers for Thanksgivinj
next month, so she will be even
more dependent on local resi-
dents to help host the event.
"My hope is the city and

county will ~ome on board to
, explore other ways to offer ser-
vices to the cruisers all year,
long.vshe said. "Everybody
'needs to get on board."


